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Summary

In-service1 inspection of pressure equipment is an activity performed in many industrial 
sectors across Europe. The European Committee of User Inspectorates (ECUI) is 
convinced that adoption of the “principles of a flexible approach” – as described in this 
ECUI Position Paper – would benefit European industry without detriment to safety. By 
following these ten principles, the intimate and more focused technical knowledge and 
experience of the User companies can be fully exploited.  

The ECUI supports the implementation of flexible, goal-setting regulations that place 
the responsibility for the safe and proper operation of pressure equipment on the Users 
(owners or operators) of that equipment. These flexible, goal-setting regulations should 
be consistent across all Member States. 

Therefore, ECUI urges that every opportunity should be taken to incorporate more 
flexible arrangements for inspection into in-service pressure equipment regulations. The 
proposal for the harmonization of in-service inspection regulations across EU Member 
States presents an opportunity to implement flexible arrangements for inspections into 
in-service pressure equipment regulations. 
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1. Note: "In-service0��in the context of this paper, means after formal, documented completion of the design, 
fabrication, construction, installation and commissioning stages. 
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Synopsis of findings 
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Principles of a flexible approach
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Notes:�

A:  A competent person (CP), in the context of a flexible approach, may mean an Inspection 
Body (IB) or an individual person. Depending on the risk level, the CP may be either a Type 
B or C Inspection Body to�ISO17020 - "General Criteria for the Operation of Various Types 
of Bodies Performing Inspection", or an individual habilitated or authorized by the User. 

B: The steps 3.1, 3.2 and 3.3 (above) should be regarded as separate activities, not 
necessarily to be carried out by the same CP.�
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