
EEMUA Publication 188 - Guide for establishing operating periods of safety valves  EEMUA 

v 

Table of Contents 
 
Foreword .................................................................................................. 1 
1. Scope ................................................................................................... 3 
2. Introduction ......................................................................................... 5 
3. Operating and Design Philosophies ...................................................... 7 

3.1 Plant Operating Philosophy .............................................................. 7 
3.2 Pressure Relieving System Design Philosophy .................................... 7 

4. Establishing Safety Valve Operating Periods ........................................ 9 
4.1 General Considerations ................................................................... 9 
4.2 Empirical Approach ....................................................................... 10 
4.3 Risk-Based Approach ..................................................................... 10 

5. Management Procedures and Record Systems ................................... 13 
5.1 General ....................................................................................... 13 
5.2 Procedures .................................................................................. 13 
5.3 Records: Categorisation of Data ...................................................... 13 
5.4 Recorded Information .................................................................... 14 

6. References and Bibliography .............................................................. 17 
6.1 Standards and Codes .................................................................... 17 
6.2 Other Publications ......................................................................... 17 
6.3 Bibliography ................................................................................. 17 

Appendix ................................................................................................ 19 
A1. Set Pressure Definitions ................................................................. 19 
A2. Effect of Relief System Design ........................................................ 19 
A3. Guidelines for accepting new Safety Valves prior to Use ..................... 19 
A4. Removal, Inspection and Re-installation ........................................... 20 
A5. Workshop Maintenance .................................................................. 20 
A6. Fluid Categorisation and Plant Operating Environment ....................... 22 
A7. Factors to be Considered in the Review Process ................................ 23 
A8. In-situ Testing and Checking .......................................................... 23 
A9. Action to be taken when a Safety Valve lifts ..................................... 26 

 
 
 
 
Table of Figures 
 
Figure 1  Model for Reviewing Safety Valve Operating Periods ................ 5 


